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   After the summer break, Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society (BVCHS) met on September 
15, 2019 at the St. Joseph Parish Activity Center (PAC) for its membership meeting.  There 
were 24 members and one guest in attendance.  The meeting was called to order by President 
E. J. Biskup followed by the opening prayer, “Our Czech Heritage” (“Naše české dédictví”) led 
by BVCHS member Tomáš Pansky, and recital of The Pledge of Allegiance.  A Czech cultural 
presentation was then given by Tomáš Pansky from a recent trip he made to the Czech 
Republic.  The slide show included pictures of churches, cities, homes, scenic countryside 
views, kroje, and cuisine – dumplings, kolache, pastries and beer – of the southern Bohemian 
region.  Photos of St. Vitus Cathedral, Old Town Square, and the Astronomical Clock in Prague 
were presented for the membership to admire.  Following the presentation, Secretary, Treasurer 
and committee chair reports were given.  Plans were discussed for the Chapter’s annual Fall 
Czech Heritage Celebration to be held on October 13, 2019, as well as the Fall Czech 
Language Class, Worldfest booth, and Christmas baking class.  Following adjournment of the 
meeting, a 50/50 drawing was held, and membership enjoyed refreshments and fellowship. 
 
 

   The Fall Czech Language Class started on September 16, 2019, at the 
St. Joseph PAC classroom.  The class focus is learning to speak basic 
Czech and also to become aware of the Czech culture. The class is open 
to anyone interested in learning the Czech language.  It is held on 
Monday evenings starting at 7:00 p.m.  Currently there are 15 students 
enrolled.  The instructor is Tomáš Pansky who is originally from 
Štĕpánovice in the Southern Bohemian region of the Czech Republic and 
now a resident of Bryan, Texas. 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
October 13, 2019 – Fall Czech Heritage Celebration, beginning with Polka Masses at 10:00 
and 11:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Catholic Church Bryan, Texas, and followed by a catered meal at 
1:00 p.m. and a dance.  Music will be provided by The Moravians of Ennis, Texas.  Admission to 
the dinner and dance is $15.00 for adults; children 12 and under are $6.00.  Admission to the 
dance only is $10.00 for adults and children over 12 years of age.  Reservations for the meal 
are required and requested by October 8, 2019.  For more information, the contact person is 
Marie Dulak at 979-589-1903 or mdulak52@gmail.com. 
 
November 3, 2019 – BVCHS Membership Meeting, at St. Joseph PAC. 
 
November 9, 2019 – Brazos Valley Worldfest, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Brazos Country Expo 
Center, Bryan. 
 
December 8, 2019 – BVCHS Christmas Party – St. Joseph PAC. 
 
December 14, 2019 – A “Baking for Christmas” class, to include preparing Czech Christmas 
bread (Vánočka) and Christmas cookies, will be instructed by Stan Vitha.  It will be held at the 
St. Joseph PAC kitchen, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Cost of the class is $35.00 and covers all 
ingredients to prepare the baked goods.  The class ls limited to 12 participants (age 12 and 
older).  For further information, contact Stan Vitha at (979) 587-1777 or via email at 
bohemian2012@aol.com. 
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